
The Knife Fight

Listening Activity

Ask for four volunteers to step out to the hall and wait quietly until they are asked to come back into the room.  When they leave, explain to the class that you are going to read them a story.  They cannot ask questions, ask for anything to be repeated or even talk about the story when you are finished.  Ask for one student to really pay attention to the story because they will be asked to repeat to someone brought in from the hall.

Read the following story in the room with all the class listening.  Then bring one student back into the room.  The original student will now repeat the story to the student who just came in with no questions, no repeats, etc.  Continue bringing in students from the hall one by one and have the prior student repeat the story.  The last student brought in will listen to the story then repeat it to the class.  (You will hear the story change, get shorter and sometimes not even make it beyond a sentence or two by the end.)

STORY:

Yesterday about six o’clock, I had a phone call from a friend of mine who, as he was coming out of a hamburger shop at Washington and Marquette in Minneapolis, saw a couple of men come out of a nearby saloon fighting.  One looked like a University student.  The other was a Negro fellow of about the same age.

Just then, he said he saw a man in a blue uniform go around the corner so he ran down the block to try to get his help in stopping the fight.  When he caught up with the uniformed man, my friend found that he was an off duty fireman who stated that he had no police authority.

By the time my friend returned, the white fellow had drawn a knife and had tried to stab the Negro.  But just then a police car drove up and two burly policemen jumped out and stopped the fight.  One of the onlookers was the only one injured.  He got too close and was cut badly with the knife.  He was carried by the two policemen to the squad car and was taken to the police station.  The white fellow had evidently been drinking heavily and had started a fight with the Negro, according to witnesses in the saloon.

Be prepared to talk about words that changed (Negro to black guy, saloon to bar, etc.)  You can have a great discussion about how language changes according to what is accepted.


